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Course Description:  

Middle grades language arts classes are designed to develop and enhance communication skills through the integration of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Seventh grade students will build on their sixth grade appreciation of language arts.  Learning activities are designed with alignment to the Sunshine State Standards and Florida’s Goal Three Standards.
Textbooks:
· B.K. English Communication Skills in the New Millennium issued for home use
· Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing for class use
· Vocabulary Workshop issued for home use
· Write Source 2000 as reference
· Prentice Hall Literature Bronze and Silver

· Class set of Daniel’s Story for in class reading
Materials:

· Composition book for Journal 

· Class writing folder provided by teacher to be kept in class
· Criterion online writing program 

Course Requirements:*
· Maintain a journal for daily class writing practice.
· Read, identify, and analyze the elements of fables and folk tales, short stories, novels, poetry, and drama.
· Work as a responsible, contributing member of a Read Around Group.
· Develop a writing portfolio with works in progress as well as published pieces.
· Participate in spelling and editing activities with a focus on the conventions of writing.
· Explore vocabulary related to readings and units found in Vocabulary Workshop.  
· Review the structure of the sentence, sentence errors, and sentence parts.
· Investigate parts of speech related to word selection and placement including subject-verb agreement and pronoun choice.

· Write using extension and elaboration responding to narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive prompts.

Homework:

Grammar instruction and vocabulary development will require homework assignments from BK English and Vocabulary Workshop on a fairly regular basis.  During spelling units, students will work on a three day rotation with the assigned words.  Homework is practice for concepts presented in class and failure to complete assignments deprives the students of an opportunity to “check up” on his or her understanding.
Grading Policy:

Grades indicate a level of performance not ability.  I use five weighted categories when computing grades:


15% Homework

20% Journal Effort


20% Class Work

20% Writing\Reading Projects


25% Tests/Quizzes


*Requirements may change due to class pacing needs.


